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Cozy Family Rooms
Invite Family Time

D

Design experts say that family rooms may
be surpassing kitchens as the most popular
room in the house for family congregation.
More people are opting to gather on a cozy
sectional rather than at the kitchen breakfast
bar.

More families than ever are choosing to make the family room the most popular
room in the house.

Family rooms are often the catch-all for
the home. They serve as a spot for watching
television, offer corners for curling up with a
good book, and house all the games and toys
with which the kids run amok. Due to this
overwhelming versatility, family rooms have
a slight edge over the former No. 1 family
space: the kitchen.
The ideal family room is one that is
designed so that it can change purpose
effortlessly. In one instance it hosts family
game night, and in the next it is a inviting
spot for conversing with guests.
Form and function go hand-in-hand to
help homeowners realize their dream
family rooms. To begin, comfort is a major
factor in design and décor. At the heart
of most family rooms is a welcoming sofa
that can seat a houseful. That’s why many
homeowners are turning to sectionals
that can accommodate one — or a crowd
— comfortably.
Next up in family-room composition is a
pleasing color palette that features no muss,
no fuss fabrics at the core. Warm, rich earth
tones are popular in family rooms, perhaps
because they evoke a feeling of comfort and
security. Deep reds, browns and greens are
favorite hues, intermingled with accenting
patterns on area rugs or throw pillows.
Fabrics used in family rooms should be
able to withstand active use. This is why

stain-resistant options are a first
choice for homeowners. Microfiber,
chenille and even leather upholstery
wears well and can hold up under
spills or children’s sticky fingers.
Darker colors on fabrics will be
more forgiving in this widely used
room, camouflaging any errant
stains that should occur.
Some forward-thinking
homeowners maximize the best
of family room and kitchen life
by putting these rooms adjacent
to one another. This expands the
functionality of each room into one
another for the ultimate in familyfriendly spaces.
In addition to durable fabrics,
homeowners should realize that
family rooms need to be furnished

with pieces that can serve doubleduty in the room. Ottomans make
a comfortable footrest but can
also be used as coffee tables when
entertaining. Avoid open shelving
for storage. Rather, choose cabinets
and furniture items that can seal
away toys, books, electronics and
other “eyesores” when the occasion
dictates. Look for other items with
hidden space, such as benches that
have a hinged seat, hiding storage.
Sofas with a bed built in can
transform the family room into yet
another space: a guest room for outof-town visitors.
Practicality is at the heart of family
room design. With all the right
elements, this may be a spot every
homeowner hates to leave. MS

Ceramic Tile Style Guide

for interior floors thanks to its
porous nature. While they can
be left unsealed, unsealed tiles
have been known to stain, so
sealing is recommended.
• Mosaic tile. Unlike glazed
tiles where the color does not
go all the way through, mosaic
tiles are are made with color
pigments so the color does go
all the way through, meaning
a chipped or cracked tile won’t
have the top color and then
the inside color revealed on
the crack. Mosaic tiles are
also useful for just about any
surface, as they’re hard to chip
or crack as well as stain-proof
and resistant to moisture.
• Premium tiles or look
alikes. Though not ceramic,
slate, marble, granite, and

F

Floors are one of the first things
people recognize when entering
a home. Whether it’s to make
sure they’re not wearing shoes
in a “no shoe” zone or if they are
just making a mental note about
a bare floor that’s especially
appealing, a home’s floors can
make quite an impression.
One increasingly popular
flooring
option
many
homeowners are choosing
is ceramic tiling. While
homeowners used to lean
toward conservative tile styles
and colors, nowadays more
and more people are choosing

to spice things up with bold
tile colors. Such a shift does
not even bear mention of the
numerous styles of ceramic
tiles, which can make the
decision process all the more
involved. For those hoping
to make the best decision
possible,
the
following
informative style guide should
help make the decision process
a bit easier.
• Glazed tiles. A mixture
of clays pressed into shape,
glazed tiles are the most
standard type of ceramic tile.
The glaze is what’s applied to

the top of the tile before being
baked on. Though they’re best
used on walls, glazed tiles can
be and frequently are used for
flooring as well. Just make
sure the finish you use isn’t
too slippery and won’t scratch
easily, something glazed tiles
have been known to do when
used on countertops.
• Quarry tile. Though this is
a broad classification, quarry
tile is distinct in both color
and in that it is never glazed.
Typically deep red in color,
quarry tile is a mixture of
clays that’s especially suitable

limestone can all be used
to make beautiful tiles by
simply cutting them into thin
pieces and installing them
just as you would a ceramic
tile. However, these can be
expensive, and thanks to that
you’ll want an experienced
professional to install them.
For those with limited budgets
but a desire for elegance,
ceramic materials resembling
marble, granite or limestone
are available at significantly
cheaper
prices.
These
materials, though you’ll know
they’re look-alikes, won’t give
themselves away either, as
they’re just as durable and
aesthetically appealing as the
real thing. MS

Make Your Garden
a Masterpiece

A

A beautiful garden can be a work of art.
Like artists, gardeners use a wide range of
colors in their designs. Plants and flowers
feature a vast spectrum of hues, shades,
tones and tints.
The next time you’re planting a flower
garden, try viewing it with an artist’s eye.
Think about the basic color wheel.
Cool colors like blue and purple are said
to be calming and tranquil. They are
subtle and tend to recede visually. If you’re
looking for a peaceful retreat, try working
with a nice mix of flowers like California
Bluebell, Blue Flax, Bachelor Button and
Frikart’s Aster.
If you want a pop of vivid color, try warm
colors like yellow and red. They appear
to advance visually and come to the
forefront, dominating the scene. Clusters
of yellow Marigolds or Coreopsis are
ideal beside a front walkway or entrance.
If it’s an eye-catching design you’re after,
contrasting colors will do the trick.
Complementary colors are opposite one
another on the color wheel. Blue and
orange. Purple and yellow. Opposites
really do attract attention. Try combining
these easy-to-grow perennials that look
beautiful together: Stoke’s Aster and
Common Yarrow; blue Salvia and orange
Celosia; purple Butterfly Bush and
Butterfly Weed.

Ultra-EdgeTM, made from recycled polypropylene and wood
flour, makes a perfect frame for your garden masterpiece.

Thumb through gardening catalogs
and magazines for ideas and then draw
a rough sketch of your garden before
heading to your local nursery or chain
retailer to get your plants. While you’re
out, don’t forget to buy a garden border.
Like a classic work of art, a beautiful
garden needs a well-chosen border. A
painting on a canvas may be attractive,
but paired with an impressive frame, it
becomes a true masterpiece.
New Ultra-EdgeTM is a border that
will make any garden shine. Ultra-Edge
allows gardeners to be environmentally
responsible without sacrificing beauty
and function in their landscapes. It can
be found at retail stores and garden
centers or by calling 1-800-327-9462.
This natural-looking composite edging is
actually made from recycled plastic and
wood. The UV protected faux wood grain
finish is fade-resistant. Ultra-Edge comes
in 20-foot rolls and stands 53⁄8-inch tall.
It can be cut and nailed, just like real
wood, but is flexible and much lighter. Its
durability will stand the test of time. The
product has a 25-year guarantee against
cracking, rotting, peeling or chipping.
You can be sure your work of art will be
well framed for a long time. MS

Do-It-Yourself Project Relaxation

W

With fuel prices on the rise,
travel to far away places may
not be an option for families
this fall. A fun do-it-yourself
project is to create a vacation
spot or retreat right outside
your back door. The size of
the project does not have to
be large, nor does the space
the relaxation spot requires.
Whether in a city rooftop
garden or on a wooded
back 40, your retreat can
incorporate the sensation of
floating on air, island breezes
gently rocking you, or the
shade of a giant umbrella palm
covering you. But wait, this
is your backyard, not Tahiti.
How can those experiences
become reality? It’s easy when
your project-materials list
begins with a hammock. There
are many styles and designs of
hammocks as well as a long
list of unique accessories that
create the floating, swaying,
or shade that will perfect your
relaxation spot. But, it all starts
with the hammock.

Hammock Construction —
In a hammock, construction
is the most important factor
due to safety issues involved.
“When you’re lying in a
hammock, you are suspended
in mid-air sometimes with a
steel pipe underneath you —
the hammock stand,” states
Laurie Rudd, creative director
of The HammockSource,
manufacturers
of
The
Original Pawleys Island
Rope Hammock®. “It is
important to make certain
that your hammock is not
only beautiful, but it is going
to be safe for years to come.”
Items to look for are weight
and amount of rope in the
bed of the hammock. The
more rope, the stronger and
the more comfortable the
Choosing
the
Perfect hammock will be.
Hammock for your project …
steel
end
There are three general Heavy-duty
hardware
should
accompany
areas you need to consider
before choosing a hammock: your hammock for hanging
construction quality, styles safely. This is the area at
which most of the weight is
and accessories, and care.
placed on a hammock and

The end result of an easy do-it-yourself project is being able
to relax on your own backyard hammock.

the heavier the gauge steel,
the longer the life in the
outdoors. Durability in the
outdoors is also a key factor
in the safety of the hammock.
Hardware that is plated for
long life will provide a safer
environment down the road
as the elements are at work.
Most hammocks are made
for two-person lounging with
a weight capacity in excess of
400 pounds. When hanging
the hammock, make sure the
structure from which you are
hanging the hammock will
hold the weight you plan to
place in the hammock. Most
hammocks will come with
hooks for hanging from a tree
or post, while a large variety
of stands are available for
those who do not have trees
perfectly positioned.
Hammock Styles — Once
you are satisfied with the
manufacturer’s construction,
now is the time to look at
all the styles to see what’s
available when constructing

the perfect relaxation retreat.
Three styles of hammocks
are available; classic rope
hammocks, quilted fabric
hammocks, and quick dry
comfort hammocks.
The classic rope hammock
is hand-woven of either
cotton or weather resistant
DuraCord® rope. Although
cotton is the most popular,
DuraCord® rope does offer
extended outdoor life and
often comes in a variety of
colors. The comfort of the
rope hammock comes from
its ability to contour to the
user’s body and provide a
floating-on-air feel.
“Quilted fabric hammocks,
though
slightly
more
expensive than the rope
styles, are perfect for those
who prefer a full fabric bed
when lounging in their
hammock,”
states
Bill
Rosso, president of Nags
Head Hammocks. “These
hammocks are crafted of

the latest weather-resistant
and colorfast fabrics, which
accounts for their price.”
The fabric selection includes
a large variety of colors and
designs. Each hammock
is quilted with a layer of
polyester batting for greater
comfort. This is a style
preferred by those who often
relax with a beloved pet or a
small child.
The third and final style
offers a combination of the
open, cool-weave of a rope
hammock and the full fabric
bed of a quilted hammock.
This is the quick dry comfort
hammock. This weather
resistant fabric is constructed
for easy airflow and long
life in the out-of-doors.
Many colors and designs are
available in this style also.
Accessories — Your relaxation
is enhanced with a long list
of hammock accessories
starting with hammock
stands that eliminate the
need for conveniently placed

trees. The most popular stand
available is made of steel
and easily assembles without
the need for any tools.
This stand offers a welded
construction
for
safety.
One of the safest designs is
constructed by welding the
elbow into the foot cross
piece in a 360-degree weld
called a “right connection”
by the manufacturer. A
weight capacity of from 450
to 600 pounds is available on
most hammock stands. Steel
hammock stands are available
in color options via a powder
coating that also provides
durability and long outdoor
life. Other stand styles
available include an arcing
laminated cypress stand that
provides a dramatic outdoor
statement as well as a steel
version of the same arcing
design.
Weather resistant fabric
hammock pillows are the
next must-have hammock
accessory for your project.

Other accessories that will
create just the right relaxation
spot include wheel kits,
canopies, rocking kits, drink
holders, storage bags, portable
tree straps, and many more.
Hammock
Care
—
Once you’ve constructed
your
relaxation
retreat,
maintaining it for years
to come becomes your
next do-it-yourself project.
But, it is no project at all.
“Quality hammocks are
built for long life in the
outdoors and easily clean
up when they encounter the
elements,” states J.R. Pelletier,
manager of internet retailer,
T heHa m mo c k C ompa ny.
com. A mild soap solution
removes most outdoor dirt
while keeping it out of direct
sunlight and rain whenever
possible also will give you
years of enjoyment.
Where to Buy a Hammock
… Hammocks are beginning
to pop up everywhere. Today

a hammock can be purchased
through a variety of retail
channels
including
the
traditional outdoor or patio
furniture store, pool and spa
stores, gift shops, as well as
such non-traditional outlets
as grocery stores. Mail-order
catalogs have been carrying
hammocks for over 30 years,
while the Internet is the
fastest-growing way to obtain
a hammock for your DIY
Project Relaxation.
Project
Relaxation
…
Constructing a spot for
relaxation is a perfect do-ityourself project. With the
help of a hammock and a few
accessories, it will turn into a
“Use-It-Yourself” project in
no time!
For more information, visit
www.pawleys.com MS

Homeowners, Create Your
Year Round Backyard Haven

B

Backyards no longer need to be just a
place for warm-weather play. Instead,
homeowners are transforming outside
spaces into personal retreats to use
every day of every season.
It used to be homeowners would
head to warmer climates for rest and
relaxation when the weather changed in
their hometowns, but now the soothing
waterfall sounds and the liquid warmth
of a backyard spa can turn any yard
into an inviting get-away place.
Hot tubs are the latest trend in yearround backyard design. These products
began arriving on American patios and
decks nearly 30 years ago and have
increased in popularity with young
and old alike because of their wellness
benefits in addition to other appeal.
Complete with beautiful gazebos, builtin aromatherapy, marine-grade stereo
systems and decorative accessories, a
homeowner can live luxuriously with
today’s models.
“A spa is a perfect investment in
your family and lifestyle,” says Mark
Kelleher from Jacuzzi® Hot Tubs. “The
whole family can use the spa together
year round. There is no better way to
feel renewed, refreshed and reconnected
with loved ones.”
Consumers can find hot tubs from
reputable manufacturers available
in a variety of shapes, sizes and
colors to match the spa owner’s style,
entertainment needs and backyard
environment.
“We suggest installing a hot tub in the
fall,” notes Anthony Pasquarelli, from
Sundance Spas, the world’s largest
acrylic hot tub manufacturer. “This

Wooden privacy screens and simple brick work make these warm water hot tubs from
Sundance Spas (top) and Jacuzzi Hot Tubs (bottom) inviting year round.

will allow you to take advantage
of favorable weather and enjoy the
warmth and hydrotherapy benefits of
a hot tub during the winter months.”
How creative do people get with their
year-round backyard designs? “We
have received some amazing photos
of how homeowners have developed
their own soothing sanctuaries,” adds
Pasquarelli. “From seaside decks to
mountain views to English garden
settings, hot tubs work well in a variety
of backyard environments. We’ve even
dedicated an entire section of the
Sundance Spas Web site to showcase
these idea-inspiring homes.”
Here are four critical tips to consider:
1. Consider the weather. If you live in
a climate with significant temperature
changes, locate the hot tub near your
back door so that you can easily change
clothes and jump in.
2. How will you use it? If the hot tub is
for family and recreational use, position
it in an area with plenty of room for
activities and outdoor furniture.
3. Location, Location, Location. Do
you want privacy or pleasant views?
Think about neighbors! Gazebos,
privacy screens, plants and trees are

excellent options for creating a private
retreat.
4. Customize. Install concrete paths or
stepping stones to make access easier. For a
semi-custom look, homeowners can install
the hot tub partially in and partially out of
the ground and surround it with natural
stone, brick or tile. To obtain a free hot tub
planning guide from these manufacturers,
visit
www.
sundancespas.com
or
www.jacuzzi.com. MS

Choices Abound for
Kitchen Countertops

Unlike certain countertop choices, ceramic tile also
handles the ups and downs of a kitchen well, more
specifically by not burning when hot pans are placed
atop it. However, ceramic tile can chip or crack
rather easily.
• Stainless steel. Stainless steel is certainly not
the choice for everyone or every home. However,
those looking for a more contemporary feel to their
kitchen should consider stainless steel. Stainless
steel responds well to heat and is also very durable.
However, keep in mind that a stainless-steel
countertop might not be the most practical choice
because it’s both expensive and cannot be scratched.
• Marble. Certainly not the choice for those
looking to save a few dollars, a marble countertop
is among the most expensive not to mention
aesthetically appealing options for countertops. If
most people had an endless budget, chances are
marble countertops would be among their top two
choices.
Marble is not the choice for those who aren’t fond
of cleaning or those who might have small children
around the house. That’s because marble stains
rather easily, meaning you’ll need to keep a close
eye on it for it to maintain its special appearance.
• Granite. Joining marble in the top two of dream
countertops is granite, another very expensive
option but one that is among the more beautiful
choices you can make. Like marble, granite requires
its owners to keep a watchful eye since it absorbs
stains and can crack, despite absorbing heat very
well.

R

Recent years have played witness to
a tremendous boom in the homeimprovement industry. As television
shows geared toward do-it-yourself
projects have gained popularity, more
and more people have begun to do their
own home improvements with varying
degrees of both difficulty and success.

Whereas some jobs are ideal even for
first time for do-it-yourselfers, others
may require more knowledge. Kitchen
countertop installation is one such job
where it’s good to be in the know before
starting out. Perhaps the most difficult
decision with such a project is choosing
the right countertop material, a decision
where the choices differ greatly, both in

style and price.
• Ceramic tile. This could be the ideal
choice for most homes as it’s relatively
inexpensive as well as durable and easy
to clean. Ceramic tile is also one of
the easier countertops for the weekend
warrior to install, as you can buy it in
pieces or sections and install one section
at a time.

• Laminates. Formica countertops are laminates,
which are made of plastic-coated synthetics. The
pieces are good for those on a budget, as laminate
countertops are less expensive than most options.
However, installation can be expensive since the
pieces themselves need to be cut to size and finished
— processes that can be expensive. While laminates
are durable, once cracked or chipped they can
be extremely difficult to fix, many times leading
owners to purchase new countertops altogether.
• Soapstone. Soapstone counters are good for
those looking to give their kitchen a unique look as
soapstone countertops are less common. Typically
dark gray and durable, soapstone is also good at
handling stains. Maintenance, however, could
be an issue for the less-than- devoted, as regular
maintenance is necessary to avoid cracking. MS

As Values Fluctuate, the Value of
Carpet Remains Steady

includes regular vacuuming, removal
of spots and spills, and periodic overall
cleaning. Shaw recommends using the
hot-water extraction method, often
referred to as “steam cleaning,” although
no steam is actually generated. Shaw’s
research indicates that this method
provides the best capability for cleaning.

Carpet outsells every other

C

floor covering because of its s
afety, beauty and comfort.

Carpet is the floor covering of choice
among homeowners. While most people
appreciate its beauty and comfort,
carpet is more than just a “pretty face,”
as millions of homeowners have learned
about the functional aspects of this
popular floor covering.

CARPET VALUE
Carpet is a remarkably durable and
practical floor covering. Technological
advances in everything from fiber to
backing enable carpet manufacturers
to offer products suitable for virtually
any residential or commercial setting —
indoors or out! Shaw, for example, now
offers “Inside/Out,” a collection of styles
suitable for indoor use as well as outdoor
settings such as patios, porches, and
walkways.

ADVANTAGES OF CARPET
Unlike other types of flooring, carpet is
a natural insulator, providing additional
warmth in cold seasons; in warmer
weather, it also insulates against invasive
heat. Its use in a wall-to-wall application
actually increases the R-value, or
insulation level, of the carpeted area.
While the improvement may be modest,
with today’s skyrocketing energy costs,
even a slight increase in R-value is
welcome.
Moreover, some carpet backings can
add to the insulation capability of
carpet. Backings like SoftBac® Platinum
from Shaw, a leading floor covering
manufacturer, enhance the carpet’s
existing R-value. Construction of
SoftBac begins with the traditional open
weave fabric that is then encapsulated
with a soft fleece felt, providing another Carpet also reduces a home’s noise level,
insulation layer as well as providing extra eliminating or muffling distracting
comfort underfoot.
clatter. Carpeted rooms absorb and
contain noise, offering a greater degree
Beyond its potential value in actually of privacy from room to room. Soft
reducing heating costs, carpet also underfoot, carpet also provides a
enhances the perception of comfort and comfortable, non-slip walking surface
warmth. Everyone knows that it’s a much that reduces leg fatigue. Perhaps more
more pleasant sensation to step barefoot important, a resilient layer of carpet
out of bed on a cold morning onto carpet minimizes the danger of injury from falls
than onto any other type of surface.
and accidents.

It is important to recognize that carpet is
also an exceptional value and, in general,
is significantly less expensive than other
floor coverings. Best of all, carpet is a
beautiful home furnishing that can add
elegance, comfort, and fashion to any
setting. Extremely versatile, carpet is
available in an extraordinary selection of
styles, patterns, and colors. From solid,
formal cut piles and shags to natural,
loop pile Berbers and patterned cut/loop
styles, carpet affords unlimited decorating
flexibility.

Another, often overlooked advantage of
carpet is its ability to improve indoor air
quality. EPA scientists have concluded
that carpet can be beneficial in trapping
and immobilizing potential allergycausing particulates, preventing them
from reentering the indoor air stream,
if the carpet is properly cleaned and
maintained. Similar results have been
obtained in a number of other studies
conducted in recent years. The Carpet

and Rug Institute (CRI) explains the
research:
“... clean, dry, well-maintained carpet
actually improves air quality. Carpet acts
as a trap for airborne particles grounded
through natural gravity. Professional
Testing Labs (an independent industry
laboratory) studied the distribution of
airborne dust associated with normal
activities on hard and soft flooring
surfaces. Their findings showed that

walking on hard surfaces disturbed
more particles. These particles became
airborne and entered the breathing
zone. In contrast, carpeted surfaces
trapped more particles so that walking
disturbed fewer particles. Result: less
dust in the breathing zone over carpeted
floors.”
Of course, as with any interior furnishing,
appropriate cleaning is required. This

Carpet can serve as a neutral backdrop
that complements other furnishings, or it
can make a statement as the focal point of
a decor. The only truly three-dimensional
floor covering, carpet offers textural
possibilities that other hard surfaces lack.
Value, comfort, safety, beauty ... it’s little
wonder that carpet has outsold every other
floor covering for almost fifty years. For
more information, visit www.shawfloors.
com or www.carpet-rug.org. MS

Bathroom Mold & Mildew
Solutions

I

It’s not unusual to find mold & mildew
in bathrooms, basements, laundry rooms
or kitchens. Unsightly and often difficult
to control, mold & mildew grow best in
warm, humid areas of your home.
Cleaning may remove it — but the trick
to controlling mold & mildew is to
prevent it before it starts! Follow these
steps for easy mold & mildew solutions
from Zinsser.
Control Moisture: Repair leaks. Keep
airflow constant in high humidity areas
by installing exhaust fans. Remove
excess moisture with a dehumidifier
and consider replacing solid doors with
louvered doors to improve ventilation.
Eliminate stagnant water by wiping
down shower walls after each use and
cleaning spills from leaks, wet raincoats
and laundry immediately. By improving
airflow and eliminating moisture, you’ll
create a dry environment that discourages
the growth of mold & mildew.

Clean: Remove the mold & mildew
with a cleaner specifically formulated
to remove mold & mildew stains,
like JOMAX® Mold & Mildew Stain
Remover. The fast-acting bleach formula
cleans and removes mold & mildew
stains from walls, ceilings and other
surfaces prior to painting.
Prevent: After removing the mold &
mildew, prevent it from coming back
with two coats of PERMA-WHITE®
Mold & Mildew-ProofTM* Interior
Paint. It’s the only paint guaranteed to
prevent the growth of mold & mildew
for 5 years and backed by a lifetime
durability guarantee!

PERMA-WHITE beautifies as it
protects. Available in three popular
sheens, the beautiful white finish can be
tinted to any off-white, pastel or mediumtone color to match any décor. And it’s
durable, stain and moisture-resistant
finish will keep your paint job clean and
fresh-looking longer. Low-odor and easy
to use, it’s great for painting bathrooms,
basements, laundry rooms, kitchens
— any high-humidity area where the
growth of mold & mildew is a concern!
Maintain your mold & mildew free
home: Surfaces not painted with
PERMA-WHITE may still develop the
occasional mold & mildew spot or two.
Use a cleaner like JOMAX Mold &
Mildew Stain Remover around sinks,
bath and shower stalls during your
weekly household cleaning routine. It is
an easy, effective way to clean, remove
and prevent mold & mildew stains and
soap scum buildup on tile, fiberglass,
grout, vinyl, plastic and more.
For more helpful mold & mildew
solutions, visit www.zinsser.com. MS

