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Bonus Savings with
Energy Efficient Windows

IIf you’ve thought about 
replacing your older, worn-
out windows, now is the ideal 
time to step up your plans 
because you’re likely to save 
on every energy bill you get 
in the future once you’ve had 
your windows replaced. 

“Windows meeting ENERGY 
STAR guidelines are proven 
to save on heating and cooling 
bills for the home,” says Bill 
Lazor of Simonton Windows. 
“With the soaring costs of 
energy across the nation, now 
is the ideal time to make an 
investment in replacement 
windows.

“When investigating 
replacement window 
options, homeowners should 
remember that vinyl-framed 
windows are extraordinarily 
energy efficient and easy to 
maintain. Combined with 
a glass package that meets 
ENERGY STAR guidelines, 
these windows provide 
exceptional energy savings for 
the home.”  MS



Spring is the Ideal Time 
for Pruning Roses

Deciding what to cut out from a rose 
bush is an art. Follow these steps in 
order:

1) Cut out all completely dead wood, 
which is black. 

2) Cut out any branches that are rubbing 
against each other, are crossing each 
other, or are damaged or diseased.

3) Choose three to six canes as your 
“keepers.” These canes should not be 
too thin — at least as thick as a pencil 
— nor too thick and old. They should 
also spread outward from an open 
center. 

4) Cut those “keeper” canes to a height 
of from 1 to 3 feet, depending on how 
high you want your rose to grow that 

year. As a rule, cut the rose canes 
about one-fifth as high as the 

desired mature height of 
the rose stalks, longer 
in warm climates 
(Zones 7 and warmer). 
Note: Make the cut 
at the top of the cane 

so it’s at a 45-degree 
angle and 1⁄4 inch above 

an outward-facing bud. 
This assures that new growth 

will be outward and upward, creating 
a healthy, pretty shape. 

For more information on Fiskars® 
Garden Tools or for more helpful 

pruning and gardening advice, 
visit www.fiskars.com.  MS

Gardeners can reach deep into dense and thorny 
rose bushes without risking injury by using 
Fiskars® Easy Reach Pruners.

NNearly all roses need an annual, major 
pruning in the late winter or early spring, 
right when they’re just starting to send 
out new growth. The new growth is 
usually little red buds or shoots that will 
turn into new leaves and stems. Don’t 
wait much longer than that or you’ll 
start interfering with flower production. 

Pruning roses well is an art, but even a 
beginner can do it as long as you follow 
a few rules. The basic principle for all 
rose pruning (except climbers) is to 
direct all growth outward and upward 
in a regular and even fashion, keeping 
the center of the rose bush open so 
air can circulate, thereby preventing 
disease and allowing in maximum light 
to produce maximum flowers.

Having the right tool for the job is also 
essential. Be sure to choose a tool that 
helps reduce the stress and strain often 
associated with pruning roses. Fiskars® 
Easy Reach Pruners with extra long 
handles are ideal. Available with a 
15- or 25-inch handles, these pruners 
feature a narrow profile, even with the 
handles fully open, so gardeners can 
reach deep into dense and thorny rose 
bushes without risking injury. The 
longer handles provide enough room to 
use two hands for added strength and 
comfort. The Easy Reach Pruners also 
feature a unique design that uses levers 
to multiply your cutting power, making 
even those big pruning cuts easier. 

TIPS FOR PRUNING ROSES



Spring into the Season by
Updating your Outdoor
Living Space

Update outdoor living space s, like creating an 
inviting deck retreat made from Southern Pine.

guest seating, while a planter box brings fresh greenery 
to corners. Check out www.spanpine.com for a wide 
range of outdoor project ideas. 

• Dress up your furniture. After you drag those 
weatherproof seat pads out of storage, add a bright 
throw pillow to a chair or a new vinyl tablecloth to 
your table for a fresh new burst of color.

• Let it grow, let it grow, let it grow. Nothing personalizes 
your deck or front porch like fresh green plants and 
colorful flowers. Yellow flowers help welcome the 
Spring, while red blooms coordinate nicely with your 
Flag Day and Fourth of July décor. Consider rotating 
your flowers back and forth between the front porch 
and deck for an ever-changing look.

• Decorate! After your furniture and flowers are in 
place, purchase a few inexpensive “yard art” items 
to customize your look. Stained glass flowers, tin 
sunbursts and old-fashioned wall signs add tremendous 
character and make your deck a homey, fun place to 
hang out. 

• Grill it, baby. Cooking outdoors isn’t only healthy, it 
creates a great social environment. All kinds of grills 
and outdoor fireplaces are available these days; find 
the one that best fits your decorating — and cooking! 
— style, and go for it. 

• Add space. If your deck or front porch has become 
a little cramped with furniture, plants, children’s 
outdoor toys and dog bones, add a small storage box to 
help control the clutter. It’s also a good place to store 
items during the winter. 

• Rock and swing. A porch isn’t a porch without a 
rocking chair or a swing. They’re easy to install and 
if you choose wood to match your deck, they’re a 
seamless accent to your décor. 

• If you don’t have a deck … build one! But choose 
your building material wisely: if you want the look of 
wood, use real wood. Treated Southern Pine lumber 
is the only naturally renewable building material on 
the market. It’s durable, it’s affordable and it’s strong. 
Choosing Southern Pine isn’t only environmentally 
sound, it’s a strong lifestyle choice. For more 
information on how to choose Southern Pine lumber 
and where to buy it, visit www.spanpine.com. 

As you update your deck or front porch for Spring, 
use your creativity when choosing décor, furniture 
and flowers. And remember to choose Southern Pine 
lumber for all of your outdoor projects, including 
decks and front porches. The beauty and durability of 
the wood provides a lasting, classic touch to any home 
style.  MS

DWith the warm weather of Spring just 
around the corner, it’s time to start thinking 
about your outdoor living spaces. Are your 
wooden deck and front porch ready for fun 
in the sun? It’s easy to update both in just 
a few easy steps and give yourself a whole 
new look for the season. Here are some 
ideas to get you started: 

• Start with a clean slate. If the nasty winter 
weather has left your deck looking less-
than-presentable, never fear; cleaning your 
wooden deck is as easy as 1-2-3. Scrub with 
soap and water, let dry and enjoy!

• Need a facelift? Change the whole look 
of your wooden deck with a new stain. 
Available in a wide range of colors, wood 
stains are easy to apply and add a whole new 
depth and dimension to any of your outdoor 
living spaces. 

• Update your furniture. To change the 
look of your deck or front porch, consider 
an easy, do-it-yourself project using treated 
Southern Pine lumber. A nice Adirondack 
chair would fill a corner and allow more 



The Scrub Free Way to a 
Mildew-Free Home

prevent the growth of mold and mildew 
on the paint film for five years. The 
beautiful white finish can be tinted to off-
white, pastel or popular earthtone colors. 
It’s also guaranteed to resist cracking, 
fading, peeling and blistering for 15 
years from the date of application.

JOMAX House Cleaner and Mildew 
Killer and PERMA-WHITE Mold & 
Mildew-Proof Exterior Paint are sold in 
paint stores, hardware stores and home 
centers nationwide. Visit www.zinsser.
com for more information on removing 
and preventing mold and mildew, and for 
other helpful home-improvement tips.  
MS

SMold and mildew can make the 
exterior of your home look dirty 
and unattractive — and if left 
unchecked can damage paint, 
wood and siding. Unfortunately, 
removing mildew used to mean 
countless hours of scrubbing or 
power washing — only to have it 
return the next year. Fortunately, 
those days are gone!

Thanks to products specifically 
formulated to effectively kill mold 
and mildew — and prevent it from 
coming back — there’s a scrub free 
way to a mildew free home! Just 
follow these simple steps:

• Are the black spots on your house 
dirt or mold and mildew? Since 
mildew is usually black and can 
look a lot like dirt, do this simple 
test: apply a drop of household 
bleach to the discolored area. If it 
disappears, it’s mildew.

• Kill the mold and mildew with 
a house cleaner that contains an 
EPA-registered mildewcide, like 
JOMAX® House Cleaner and 
Mildew Killer. JOMAX kills 
mold and mildew and loosens dirt 
and stains without scrubbing or 
power washing. It is specifically 
formulated to kill mildew but will 
not damage wood, etch aluminum 
siding or discolor surfaces like 
household bleach can. And the 
product will not harm surrounding 
plants, grass and shrubs. 

• After killing the mildew, prevent 
it from coming back with a paint 
formulated to prevent its growth, 
like PERMA-WHITE® Mold & 
Mildew-ProofTM Exterior Paint. 
PERMA-WHITE is guaranteed to 



Home Improvements Start With
Some Financial Spring Cleaning

Is your home sitting on a 
foundation of debt?

Before you can get your house in order, you should do some financial spring 
cleaning.

SSpring is a time of year many people 
associate with a fresh start. As the 
mercury rises, so, too, does people’s 
enthusiasm for clearing away a year’s 
worth of clutter, be it filtering a closet 
full of clothes or finally getting around 
to cleaning up the garage. Others want 
to renovate their homes and tackle larger 
projects. But as much as you might 
want to start building that deck you’ve 
always wanted or finally get cracking on 
remodeling your kitchen, clearing away 
the financial clutter is an important step 
to take before you embark on the journey 
of home repair.

Managing your finances might seem a 
bit more daunting to you than organizing 
the garage but many of you know that 
good financial health is the first step to 
good physical health.

The best way to start any home-
improvement project doesn’t involve 
hammers, nails, drywall or even 

contractors. Instead, focus on proper 
money management, which may afford 
you some extra funds for desired 
home-improvement projects. For those 
suffering from large, moderate or even 
small amounts of debt, here are some 
tips for money management that should 
ensure you can create the home of your 
dreams and still have enough money left 
to enjoy it.

• Take a moment to reflect on your 
finances — which habits work for you, 
which don’t and what you can change 
for the future to ensure your financial 
freedom?

• Set goals. Make sure they are specific, 
measurable, achievable, relevant, and 
time-bound.

• Open a savings account and commit to 
making a regular deposit in the account 
monthly.

• Deal with debt. Increase the payment 
being made to creditors. Take a look at 

transferring balances on any credit cards 
to lower interest rate accounts. Speak 
with a credit counselor about how to 
best approach your individual financial 
situation.

• If you don’t already have a budget, 
take the time to develop one that fits the 
needs of the household. If you already 
have a budget, take a look at it again and 
re-evaluate spending and income, carry 
a book or notepad with you for a month. 
Log every purchase to help focus your 
mind on budgeting and help you reduce 
the amount of unnecessary purchases 
you make. 

Once you’ve gotten yourself back on 
track and are ready to begin focusing on 
home improvements, it’s important to 
learn from any past mistakes you might 
have made. Many debtors don’t find 
themselves in debt because of the price 
tags of things they have bought. Rather, 
interest rates established by creditors 

are what hurt debtors the most. That 
said, it’s important before you begin any 
large home improvement projects that 
will require you to borrow money that 
you understand interest rates and how to 
make them work for you.

“It’s imperative that people know what 
can happen to them as the rates continue 
to rise and how to avoid becoming 
victims of a lack of foresight,” says 
Sandy Shore, Debt Counselor. Rising 
interest rates are a chief reason why 
Shore and her associates expect personal 
bankruptcies and foreclosures to rise 
sharply in coming years. 

The chief problem many borrowers 
face is a spike in interest rates that 
can suddenly make “cheap” borrowed 
money more “expensive” –– leaving 
many borrowers in a surprising amount 
of debt. For instance, in one recent year, 
11.2 million people took advantage of 
low interest rates and refinanced their 

homes, leaving many of them in a “cash 
rich” position. Unfortunately, rather 
than using the money borrowed at a 
low rate to pay off money previously 
borrowed at a higher rate (credit cards, 
etc.), most borrowers bought consumer 
items. When the rates spiked, many 
were left owing more money than they 
had originally expected to.

Such a position is one many homeowners 
cannot afford to find themselves in, 
meaning they must seek ways to protect 
themselves should interest rates begin 
to rise. Shore offers these suggestions 
for those people thinking of borrowing 
money to finance home improvements or 
other needs:

• Try to lock in a fixed rate on any debts 
rather than accept a variable rate. This 
includes adjustable rate mortgages and 
any new credit cards you might apply 
for that are tied into an index. Be sure 
you know about any penalties and other 

costs before you sign on the dotted line.

• If you have substantial credit-card 
debt, try to make larger payments so the 
principal is reduced. That way, if the 
interest rate goes up, the amount of the 
increase you feel in actual dollars will 
be less.

• Don’t lock savings up in fixed-rate 
instruments with long maturities. Also, 
if you have savings that are currently 
earning a low rate of interest, consider 
using some of them to pay off high 
interest rate debt. 

Home improvements can be a wonderful 
way to both increase the value of your 
home and the pride you take in it. 
But before you sign off on anything, 
remember proper money management is 
the best first step.  MS



Durability, Energy Savings
and a Great Look!

as 36 percent, offering significant 
savings in the energy required to cool 
the home. 

“When less heat penetrates the roof, 
the attic remains cooler and, in turn, 
the amount of summer heat leaking 
into the air-conditioned space is 
reduced,” explained Tony Chiovare, 
president of Custom-Bilt Metals. 
His company was one of the first 
manufacturers to incorporate cool-
roof technology in its metal shingles, 
metal shakes and standing seam 
metal roofing products. 

Beyond immediate energy savings, 
cool-roof technology also contributes 
to long-term cost savings by 
increasing the life expectancy of the 
roof. Because less heat is absorbed, 
the roof surface undergoes less 
expansion and contraction, which 
extends the roof life and produces 
even more cost savings.

“We market our metal roofing 
systems under our Last-Time brand, 
since this is literally the last roofing 
system a homeowner will have to 
buy,” said Chiovare. “The long-term 
cost savings over the life of the roof 
are significant.”

The cost savings do not come at the 
expense of aesthetic appeal, he added. 

In addition to the sleek contemporary 
lines of standing seam metal roofs, 
today’s metal roofing can also 
faithfully replicate the appearance 
of virtually any traditional roofing 
material, from wooden shakes and 
shingles to slate and terra-cotta tile. 
What’s more, since these energy-
saving roofs are made of metal, 
they are also extremely durable, 
lightweight, and resistant to most 
natural hazards such as fire, wind and 
hail. 

The combination of energy 
savings, durability, aesthetic 
appeal exceptionally low life cycle 
cost is attracting more and more 
homeowners every year, Chiovare 
concluded.

“We continue to see increasing 
numbers of homeowners choosing 
metal roofing as an economical, 
long-lasting and energy-efficient 
alternative to other roofing systems,” 
he said. 

For more information on metal 
roofing and its ability to save energy, 
visit the company’s Web site at www.
custom-biltmetals.com or www.
vailmetalshingle.com.  MS

IIn the past few years, metal roofs 
have become increasingly popular 
with homeowners across the country. 
Although one reason is the introduction 
of new designs that replicate the look of 
traditional residential roofing materials, 
many homeowners find metal roofing’s 
less obvious advantages — such as energy 
savings and great looks — to be even 
more attractive. 

Among the most compelling benefits are 
the opportunity to save money on their 
home energy costs and the potential 
for long-term cost savings over the total 
life of the roof. New metal roof coating 
technologies can dramatically reduce the 
amount of energy needed to cool a home 
during the summer. The result can be 
as much as a 20 percent saving on air-
conditioning costs. 

These energy-saving metal roofing systems 
use advanced “cool roof” pigments that 
reflect a greater amount of the sun’s 
infrared wavelengths, which account 
for more than half of the solar energy 
striking a roof surface. Most painted 
metal roofs reflect about 5 to 20 percent 
of this energy, but cool-roof coatings can 
greatly increase this reflectance level. It is 
recommended that the roof have at least 
65 percent solar reflectance for low-slope 
roofing and 25 percent solar reflectance 
for steep-slope roofing.

The difference in energy use this achieves 
can be very dramatic, especially in medium 
to darker colors. For example, one recent 
demonstration project was conducted by 
independent researchers from Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory and Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory. In this test, 
metal shakes coated with Custom-Bilt 
Metals’ ULTRA-CoolTM coating were 
found to reduce the amount of heat 
penetrating into a home’s attic by as much 



(MS) — Today’s busy households require durable, 
easy-to-maintain floors, and today’s homeowners 
love the look of real hardwood. How to marry the 

two? Choose a laminate! 
Laminate flooring, which is created using 

sophisticated printing techniques that give the floor the look 
and feel of another natural material, is becoming more and 
more popular because of its realistic look and exceptional 

durability. Flooring manufacturer Mannington has developed an 
innovative technology that captures the essence of authentic 

woods, stones, tiles, and slates in a laminate floor. 

There is a wide range of looks to choose from in laminate, 
designed to coordinate with the existing décor of your home — 

furniture, cabinets, and accessories. Mannington offers some 
of the most realistic laminates on the market today, with wood 
looks featuring beveled edges and individual 5-inch planks, and 
slate styles created with exceptional three-dimensional texture 
and depth. It looks so real, you’ll have to bend down and touch 

it to know for sure.
The popularity of laminate flooring can also be attributed to 
its low maintenance and high durability. A laminate floor can 
endure all the spills and dirt a busy family can dish out, and 
cleanup is minimal. Most manufacturers recommend regular 

sweeping and spot cleaning with a mop or cloth.

For more information, call 1-800-482-9527, or visit 
Mannington.com for a retailer near you.  

CHooSe LAMInATe 
FLoorIng For TodAy’S BuSy 

HouSeHoLdS



or today’s busy homeowners, a 
24-hour day never seems long 
enough to balance increasingly 
large to-do lists with active family 

itineraries. While readers continue to 
scoop up personal computers, industrial 
washing machines and the latest in 
new technology, they often overlook 
the important role that one of the first 
home technologies, lighting, plays on 
completing tasks safely and conveniently. 
With the arrival of cooler weather, we will 
begin spending increased time indoors, 
making it the perfect opportunity to tend 
to interior home improvements. Mark 
Roush, a lighting designer with Philips 
Lighting Company, outlines  lighting tips 
for three rooms that every homeowner 
should follow.

The Dining Room
Holidays and social gatherings often 
occur around the dining room table. By 
paying attention to the lighting inside 
our homes, we can easily create a relaxed 
atmosphere that sets the mood for any 
dinner party. Many homeowners use 
chandeliers to add elegance and sparkle 
to the formal dining room. What most 
do not know, however, is that aiming 
downlights straight onto the table will 
reduce glare in diners’ eyes. For best 
results, place one downlight about 24 
inches on either side of the chandelier 
above the table for even lighting. 

The Kitchen
The warmth of the kitchen is a favorite 
place for the family to mingle. Ensure 
that the room is properly lit for the 

tasks that occur in this space, such as 
slicing, chopping and measuring. Work 
areas such as a counter, island or sink 
should have their own lighting to make 
tasks safer and easier. For versatile and 
unobtrusive lighting, try under-the-
cabinet fluorescent lamps. Using these 
lights together with overhead fixtures 
helps create shadow-free work areas. 

The Bathroom
Many homeowners overlook the 
importance of lighting in the bathroom. 
A little-known fact is that light naturally 
creates shadows; thus when you combine 
light with mirrors, extra caution must be 
taken. The proper lighting for completing 
bathroom tasks such as applying makeup 
and shaving one’s face is achieved by 
placing bulbs vertically on both sides of 
the mirror for an even, balanced spread 
of light. Frosted bulbs such as the Philips 
Natural Light Vanity Globe offer crisp, 
white light that is ideal for bathroom 
tasks.  
The dark shower represents another area 
that needs proper illumination for both 
safety and comfort. By installing an 
overhead light, such as Philips Halogená® 
Floodlight, within the bathing area, you 
can achieve a brighter, safer space. 
A trip to your local hardware store or The 
Home Depot will help you bring these 
lighting techniques to fruition in your 
home and tackle that to-do list more 
safely and easily. For more information 
on Philips Lighting Company, visit its 
Web site at www.lighting.philips.com/
nam/ or call (800) 555-0050.  HI048365

Lighting Tricks Every 
Homeowner Should Know

F



Elegant Curved Staircase Systems

When a staircase is a necessary 
component of a two-story house, 
it should be viewed not merely as a 
means of access but as a feature piece. 
Beautifully crafted stairs can enhance 
the appearance and value of your home. 
Curved timber stairs are a favourite 
choice of discerning customers who 
want to provide a breathtaking first 
impression to visitors in their new home. 
Homes with well designed and stylish 
stair systems can really increase in value 
quite rapidly, compared to a modest 
stair system home. Consequently, stairs 
can become a very rewarding investment 
in your new home.

When planning your new home you 
must decide the position and space 
required for the style of stair of your 
choice. Stairs need to be safe and 
comfortable to use as well as a pleasure 
to behold.

Geometric and Splay Stairs

Geometric and splay stairs are graceful 
and elegant, but do require plenty of 
space. They can vary in price considerably 
depending on the materials chosen. 
They need to be planned for well in 
advance of your building commencing

Stairway to 
heaven

Straight Stairs

Straight flight stairs are less expensive 
and are frequently used in modestly 
priced homes and units. Steel balustrade 
is often used to minimize the cost, 
as timber can be more expensive to 
manufacture and install. Straight stair 
systems can be a
combination of  solid timber and 
customwood for carpeting. Many home 
owners choose carpeted customwood 
stairs with steel and timber balusters to 
provide their own distinctively unique 
stair and balustrade system.

Winder Stairs

Although winder stairs are ideal for 
compact situations, they can make 
movement of furniture difficult. They 
can also be unsafe for young children. 
They have two to six treads on the turn 
to gain height over short distances. 
Triangular and kite shaped treads are 
used to create a turn in the stair. 

Spiral Stairs

Although spiral stairs are beautiful in 
timber, they can only be used in very 
specific situations. They are permitted 
to be used for space saving access to 

attics, studios, garages, or as a secondary 
access to other parts of the house. 
They can be made from 1200mm to 
2000mm in diameter. 

Attic Ladders / Stairs

Our timber attic ladders are made to 
order in pine or other hardwood timber. 
They are three piece and have a folding 
operation. They come complete with a 
hatch. On installation, the legs must 
be cut to suit height. We use locally 
made hardware, all zinc plated. Artistic 
Stairs is also a supplier of Aluminium 
Attic Ladders with access ways. 


